
Dame Kiri delights her
Winchester admirers

The three songs from Les 
Nuits d’été by Berlioz which 
ended Dame Kiri’s recital were 
all softness and sensuous beauty, 
beginning with Villanelle and the 
joys of young love in springtime, 
and moving on to Le Spectre de la 
rose and L’île Inconnue, the former 
fanning the flames of passion and 
the latter wistfully dreaming. 

Throughout this recital Dame 
Kiri performed as if it were just to 
a few friends, and the fact that she 
commanded this vast, reverberant 
space so completely is the mark of 
her true artistry. To the audience’s 
delight she had one final surprise 
for them: a radiant performance 
of one her most popular arias, 
Puccini’s O mio babbino Caro –
full of exquisite and ravishing tone 
colours.

The second half of the concert 
was occupied by one of the great 
choral masterpieces of the 19th 
century, Brahms’ “German” 
Requiem. Conductor Nicholas 
Wilks led his massed forces 
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through a performance that went 
to the heart of this music. The 
sombre mood of the opening 
was balanced by the awesome 
intensity of the second movement, 
where the funereal mood built 
inexorably towards its grand and 
menacing climaxes. In the third 
movement the baritone, Peter 
Harvey, displayed exactly the right 
mix of authority and foreboding as 
he questioned his destiny and the 
chorus and orchestra responded 
with full tone in their mighty 
double fugue.

Then came the two movements 
of serene and radiant music, with 
singing string tone and some 
lovely orchestral playing from 
Southern Pro Musica. Dame Kiri 
floated and soared over the choral 
and orchestral texture, her tone 
flowering wonderfully as the music 
intensified.

Peter Harvey announced the 
last trumpet (actually a trombone 
in Brahms’ version) with grandeur, 
again showing his skill at capturing 

the mood of the words, and the 
chorus, backed up by powerful 
chords from orchestra and organ, 
dismissed Death and its sting with 
dramatic energy and real glee! 
Following the great outburst of 
praise which ends this movement, 
the music subsided back into a 
mood of gentle consolation as the 
work came to a close.

All credit to Nicholas Wilks, 
who had obviously drilled his 
forces well and instilled in them 
a passion and enthusiasm for the 
music. This was a fine performance 
by any standards – Winchester 
should be proud of its local 
musicians. Mention should also 
be made of Hampshire County 
Council who, as part of their 
sponsorship deal, allowed local 
school pupils to attend Dame Kiri’s 
afternoon rehearsal: this is the kind 
of artistic educational initiative 
that should happen more often.

Imagine this: a packed 
cathedral – nave, side-aisles 
and choir all full; on the stage 
a choir of 180 voices and 

an orchestra of 50; atmospheric 
lighting of blue and lilac; this was 
the setting on Saturday evening 
when the legendary New Zealand 
soprano, Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, 
appeared as a celebrity guest soloist 
with Winchester Music Club for 
a performance of Ein Deutsches 
Requiem by Johannes Brahms.

The first half of the concert 
belonged to Dame Kiri and her 
pianist, Julian Reynolds. Four 
songs by Mozart opened her recital, 
exhibiting grace, poise, spirited 
humour and, in the third song, a 
mood of serene contemplation. 
The final song in this group was an 
extra aria written for Susanna in The 
Marriage of Figaro, which displayed 
the same joyous qualities as the more 
well-known arias in the opera. 

Four songs by Richard Strauss 
came next, fully illustrating his 
complete empathy with the soprano 
voice. Kiri demonstrated her rich, 
creamy tone with singing that held 
the audience spellbound, the softest 
of dynamics projecting through 
the silence. Here was a singer 
totally at one with the music. A 
special mention must be made for 
Julian Reynolds, who captured the 
orchestral colours of these songs so 
well. Duncan Eves
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